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China’s Sea Power in the Post Mahan Era

HU Bo ( Peking University)

Abstract; What kind of sea power can China be or will be? This issue has long been attracting quite a
degree of concern from national and international strategists. But what is sea power? What are the elements
that determine the development of sea power? How to objectively evaluate the starting point and the present
situation of China’s sea power? These are far from clear propositions. Previous studies were usually
confined to the classical theory or paid too much attention to pursuing innovation or characteristics,
leading to the lack of a recognized paradigm of thinking and then the emergence of a wide range of
conclusions. This article intends to clarify the concept essence of sea power, list four important national
and international conditions including the congenital endowment, the background of the times, the
military technology and the international environment, and summarize an index system on sea power,
which comprises four categories and 12 subclasses. On the basis of aboved analysis, the article proposes
the strategic objectives of China’s sea power: offshore control, regional presence and global influence,
and the path to realize them as well. The article points out that, since the reform and opening up policy,
China has greatly improved its power position in the international maritime politics and made great
achievements on the building of sea power, which lays a solid foundation for China’s maritime rise. But if
China wants to succeed in the next 30 years to be a genuine global sea power, she must make major
innovations on three aspects; paradigm, technology and international order.

Key words: sea power, China’s sea power, sea power determinant, post Mahan era, China’s

maritime rise
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