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Diaoyu Dao Belongs to China in Maps Published before
1885 Perspective

XIA Fan ( Wuhan University)

Abstract: According to territorial and maritime dispute cases, maps are not the original source of legal
title per se, which were just treated as a secondary source of corroborative evidence. Only when the map
is integrated into a boundary treaty, or taken as an evidence of recognition, it would form an irrefutable
presumption, tantamount in fact to legal title, fully embodying the physical expression of the will of the
state. Moreover, compared with maps drawn by private person, maps drawn by official organization,
opposite party, or neutral agencies are likely to have higher evidential value than those drawn to advance
particular claims or expressing a personal opinion. This paper reviews Diaoyu Dao and its affiliated islands
on six maps of China drawn by western cartographers before 1885, which were not been mentioned in
previous study. It is shown that all these maps used Chinese names for Diaoyu Dao and its affiliated islands
and colored Diaoyu Dao, Huangwei Yu, Chiwei Yu and the Taiwan Island as the same. With
consideration of cartographers’ background, according to the criteria of dispute settlement body of
concerning value of justice evidence, it concludes that Diaoyu Dao and its affiliated islands had been a
part of China before the Sino-Japanese War.

Key words: Diaoyu Islands; map; territory sovereignty; evidence
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