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Aral Sea Basin Transboundary Water Cooperation: History, Present

Situation and Reflections

TIAN Xiangrong, WANG Guoyi, FAN Yanfang ( INTCE of the Ministry of Water
Resources, China; Songliao Water Resources Commission, Minstry of Water Resources,

China)

Abstract; Aral Sea Basin is located in arid and semi-arid region. The central government of USSR
developed a compensation mechanism between water resources and energy resources among the republics.
After the independence of Central Asian Countries, Amu Darya and Syr Darya, the major tributaries of
the Aral Sea Basin, became transboundary rivers. Transboundary water cooperation in Aral Sea Basin
experienced a short period of honeymoon. However, Due to the lack of supranational coordination power
and the breaking of water and energy resources compensation mechanism, there were constant conflicts
and disputes in the development of transboundary water among Central Asian Countries, and this issue has
been one of the most important factors affecting the stability of Central Asia Region. With the population
growth and economy development, transboundary water cooperation in Aral Sea Basin is facing some new
challenges including the shortage of legal protection, etc.. To resolve the crisis of the development of
water resources in Aral Sea Basin, it is necessary to formulate the complete cooperation legal
documentations, improve the water use efficiency and plan and develop the hydropower resources
reasonably.

Key words: Aral Sea basin; transboundary water; cooperation; contradiction
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