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Recent Developments for Vietnam in Oil and Gas Exploration and
Exploitation that Violate China’s Rights and Interests in the South
China Sea and China’s Policy Choices

ZHANG Sheng ( Wuhan Unverisity )

Abstract; Vietnam has been intensifying its oil and gas exploration and exploitation within the nine-dash-
line in recent years, in order not only to getting concrete economic profits, but further enhance its
sovereign claims in the South China Sea. The unilateral moves of the Vietnamese side have seriously
violated China’s rights and interests, including historical rights in the relevant waters, and encroached
upon the obligations of Vietnam to the UNCLOS. The self-restrained policies of the Chinese side could not
cope with the situation of such. The Chinese government must free itself from the current self-restrains,
enrich its choices of on-site law enforcement measures, and seek more persuasive arguments and merits in
accordance with international law to safe guard its own rights, so as to eventually turn around the current
situation in the South China Sea with regard to the oil and gas development.

Key words: historical rights; the nine-dash-line; oil and gas exploration and exploitation; the policies

of the Chinese government
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