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Scotland’s Arctic Policy: Motivation, Measures and Characteristics

WANG Chenguang ( China Center for Contemporary World Studies)

Abstract: In September 2019, the Scottish government released the “ Arctic Connections: Scotland’s
Arctic policy framework” , becoming the first local government of all non-Arctic countries to release Arctic
policy. The reason why Scotland participates Arctic affairs so actively is not only because it locates near to
the Arctic and closely ties with Arctic countries, but also due to its being stimulated by the Brexit of the
UK and hoping to gain more leverage for its independence through participating in Arctic economic
development. In recent years, based on Arctic governance situation and Scotland’s interests, Scotland’s
Arctic policy practices are mainly carried out from five aspects; scientific research, cultural ties,
community development, environmental protection and economic sustainable development. It is
characterized by independence from the UK, focusing on Nordic partners, using the Arctic Circle Forum
as the main platform, and actively advocating the spirit of innovation. In the coming period, the Scottish
government will take the Arctic as an important strategic direction. However, due to many problems left
by Brexit, the difficulty in realizing Scottish independence, the limited benefits of Arctic economic
development and the “resurgence” of Arctic geopolitics, the prospect remains to be further researched.

Key words: the Scottish Government; Arctic policy; Brexit; Scottish independence
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